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Quelle intégration des échelons locaux dans les politiques 
nationales d'adaptation en Europe ? 

How can local levels be integrated into national adaptation 
policies in Europe?
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Team Leader, EU Mission Adaptation to 
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EUROPEAN 
UNION

MEMBER 
STATES

REGIONS

LOCAL 
GOVERNMENTS

European Climate Law (2021)
2050 objectives, European Green Deal

Regulation on the Governance of the Energy Union and Climate 
Action (2018)
2030 Objectives, Energy Union

European Adaptation Strategy
Long-term EU Strategy

National Adaptation Strategies

National Adaptation Plans

National Long-term
Strategies

National Energy and 
Climate Plans

Mission Adaptation

Covenant of Mayors for Climate & Energy

Regional Adaptation Plans / Strategies

Local Adaptation Plans / Strategies

National climate law

Mission Adaptation

AND / OR

LEGEND

LAW

POLICY DOCUMENT

VOLUNTARY INITIATIVE

APPLICABLE TO ALL 
MEMBER STATES

DEPENDING ON NATIONAL 
CONTEXT

REQUIRED BY

TAKE INTO ACCOUNT

MENTIONED IN

CONSISTENT WITH



2019 2021 2023 2025 2027 2029 … 2050

National Energy and Climate Plans, NECPs (2021-30)

Mandatory update 
of 2021-30 NECPs 

Notification of 
NECPs to the 
Commission

Submission 
of draft 
NECPs to the 
Commission

Commission review 
& recommendations

Notification of 
NECPs to the 
Commission

Submission of 
draft NECPs to 
the Commission

Commission review 
& recommendations

Subsequent NECPs
…10-year cycle repeats

Subsequent long-term strategies every 10 years

National long-term low-emission strategies (“at least” 30 years)

Update of strategies 
every 5 years “where 
necessary” 

Union long-term strategy for GHG emissions reduction

Union Adaptation Strategy – “Forging a climate-resilient Europe” 

National Adaptation Strategies and/or Plans
…every 2 years 
…every 5 years 

Reporting on 
implementation of 
adaptation actions

Reporting on 
implementation 
status

Commission assessment of collective 
progress, consistency of Union and 
national measures

LEGEND

NATIONAL PLAN/STRATEGY

EUROPEAN PLAN/STRATEGY

TO BE PUBLISHED / TIME PERIOD 
UNDEFINED

SUBMISSION / NOTIFICATION

REPORTING
UPDATE
COMMISSION REVIEW/ASSESSMENT

…every 2 years 

Commission assessment of progress towards 
energy union and national objectives
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The adaptation policy landscape in Europe

Country Profiles
Decarbonization - Adaptation dashboard

*reported under the Governance Regulation in 2023

Is Europe on track towards climate resilience?
Status of reported national adaptation actions in 2023

https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/en/countries-regions/countries
https://climate-energy.eea.europa.eu/topics/climate-change-adaptation/adaptation-progress-to-targets/data


Is Europe on track towards climate resilience?                                               
Status of reported national adaptation actions in 2023

2023 EEA briefing 

2023 ETC-CA Technical Paper 2/23

2022 EEA report 11/2022

Climate risk assessments 

https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/is-europe-on-track-towards-climate-resilience
https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs/etc-ca/products/etc-ca-technical-paper-2-23-is-europe-on-track-with-climate-resilience-2013-status-of-reported-national-adaptation-actions-in-2023
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/advancing-towards-climate-resilience-in-europe


Is Europe on track towards climate resilience?                                               
Status of reported national adaptation actions in 2023

2023 EEA briefing 

2023 ETC-CA Technical Paper 2/23

2022 EEA report 11/2022

Adaptation policies 

https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/is-europe-on-track-towards-climate-resilience
https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs/etc-ca/products/etc-ca-technical-paper-2-23-is-europe-on-track-with-climate-resilience-2013-status-of-reported-national-adaptation-actions-in-2023
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/advancing-towards-climate-resilience-in-europe


Is Europe on track towards climate resilience?                                               
Status of reported national adaptation actions in 2023

2023 EEA briefing 

2023 ETC-CA Technical Paper 2/23

Regional and local adaptation action

EEA - Mission on Adaptation - Dashboard

https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/is-europe-on-track-towards-climate-resilience
https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs/etc-ca/products/etc-ca-technical-paper-2-23-is-europe-on-track-with-climate-resilience-2013-status-of-reported-national-adaptation-actions-in-2023
https://discomap.eea.europa.eu/MKH/MapViewer/index.html


How can local levels be integrated into national adaptation policies in Europe?

The EU Mission on Adaptation to Climate Change:

Support at least 150 regions, local authorities and communities towards 
climate resilience by 2030

by:

o better understanding present and future
climate risks;

o developing their pathways to cope with
the changing climate;

o testing and deploying on the ground the
needed solutions to build resilience.



The EU Mission on Adaptation to Climate Change:

• Collecting best available knowledge and experimenting on enabling 
conditions, e.g.:

• user driven application for end users focusing on climate impact, data and 
knowledge;

• unlocking of financial resources for investments into climate resilience; 
• best practices available and piloting of insurance solutions for climate 

adaptation;  
• Transformation of regional economic systems for climate resilience and 

sustainability.

• Demonstrating innovative solutions to transform the key systems into 
more climate resilient:

• putting ecosystems and nature-based solutions at the centre;
• at scale and in real life, 
• in line with the national / regional adaptation plans, 
• ensuring citizens and stakeholder engagement, 
• assuring sustainable solutions after the end of the project.

The Approach is based on Nature-based Solutions:



The EU Mission on Adaptation to Climate Change:

The Mission Charter and the Mission Community of Practice: 



MIP

Horizon 
Europe

Calls

Public 
procurement 
of innovation

EIB 

and other 
Programmes

Climate-
ADAPTJRC

1. Horizon Europe project grants: 20+ projects, involving 100 regions 

currently in the portfolio

2. Services by Mission Implementation Platform (MIP), including Technical 

Assistance in local languages

3. Scientific guidance and support by the Joint Research Center (JRC)

4. Access to climate adaptation knowledge from Climate-ADAPT by EEA

5. Facilitate access to EIB Climate Adaptation Investment Advisory Platform 

(ADAPT) 

How the Mission supports the regions and the local authorities?

The EU Mission on Adaptation to Climate Change:



© Mikel Arrazaola

Addressing the needs of 
cities and regions through 
the Local Green Deals
Vasileios Latinos, Head of 
Resilience and Climate 
Adaptation, ICLEI Europe
Climate Chance 2024, 
WS13 How can local levels 
be integrated into national 
adaptation policies in 
Europe?
8 February 2024, 
Liege/Belgium 



INTRODUCING ICLEI

•ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability is a global network of more than 1,750
local and regional governments committed to sustainable urban development.
•Active in 100+ countries, we influence sustainability policy and drive local action for
low emission, nature-based, equitable, resilient and circular development.



The Five ICLEI Pathways

LOW EMISSION 
DEVELOPMENT

NATURE-BASED 
DEVELOPMENT

EQUITABLE AND 
PEOPLE CENTERED 

DEVELOPMENT

RESILIENT 
DEVELOPMENT

CIRCULAR 
DEVELOPMENT

The FIVE ICLEI PATHWAYS reflect ICLEI’s approach to achieving a sustainable city as
well as local contributions to implementing the goals laid out in international
frameworks such as the Sustainable Development Goals. Any of our individual
projects or initiatives can be oriented along one or more specific pathways. We also
look at how the pathways connect to bring about change in an INTEGRATED way.
For example, we consider how nature-based development contributes to resilience,
or how to bring equity into low emission development.
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Local Green Deals 
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● Implementation of the EGD on the local level as overarching strategy for ICLEI 
Europe

● A governance and implementation approach to accelerate and scale-up a city’s 
sustainable transformation

● The ICLEI European Secretariat is also engaging in the EU Mission for Climate 
Neutral and Smart Cities and the implementation of Climate City Contracts 
(CCC). 

● The CCC is a multi-level government collaboration tool and instrument for 
building resources to outline a city’s climate neutrality transition. The CCC is 
both an ongoing process and a ‘living’ document. The CCC process aims to co-
create new ways of working together with local, regional, and national 
stakeholders to reach climate neutrality in the city by 2030. 

Local Green Deals and the Cities Mission 
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