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Drawing from existing legal and policy documents 
as well as scientific literature, this study explores the 
current multilevel framework that exists across the 
European Union, national and subnational levels for 
climate change adaptation. It analyses the roles and 
obligations of different levels of government in 
planning and implementing adaptation actions, and 
how the relationship between these levels is 
articulated and coordinated. 

 
 



 

 
 

FIGURE 1 

CLIMATE RISKS ARE A COMBINATION OF HAZARDS, EXPOSURE AND VULNERABILITY 

Source: Climate Chance, based on Jones, R. et al (2004) 

https://www.unisdr.org/files/7995_APF.pdf#page=96


 

FIGURE 2 

ADAPTATION REDUCES RESIDUAL RISK AND MINIMISES LOSS AND DAMAGE 

Source: Richards, J.-A. (2022)

 

https://www.lossanddamagecollaboration.org/stories-op/how-does-loss-and-damage-intersect-with-climate-change-adaptation-drr-and-humanitarian-assistance


 

 
 

FIGURE 3 

THE STEPS IN THE POLICY CYCLE IDENTIFIED IN THE EEA’S ADAPTATION SUPPORT TOOL Source: Climate ADAPT, n.d 

https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/en/knowledge/tools/adaptation-support-tool


 

 

 

https://www.climate-chance.org/en/comprehend/blog-observatory-global/global-goal-on-adaptation-progress-cop28/


 

 



 

FIGURE 4 

THE GOVERNANCE FRAMEWORK FOR ADAPTATION POLICY IN THE EUROPEAN UNION 

Source: Climate Chance 



 



 

FIGURE 5 

THE TIMELINE OF POLICY DOCUMENT COORDINATION AT THE EU LEVEL 

Source: Climate Chance 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 

 

 

https://www.climate-chance.org/en/card/local-action-european-region-transition-economy/
https://www.climate-chance.org/en/card/local-action-european-region-transition-economy/
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